Smoke Detectors

Smoke detectors are installed to comply with the MA Building and Fire Codes. They are required by MA General Laws and a Town of Saugus By-Law.
NFPA Standard 72 (National Fire Alarm Code) is referenced by the MA codes as a guide to the design, installation and maintenance of fire alarms. Properly designed and maintained warning systems should provide sufficient notice to escape before conditions become untenable from fire.

Required locations for smoke detectors in existing one family dwellings:
1. Outside each separate bedroom in the immediate vicinity of every bedroom door.

2. Near the base of all stairs (within 4’) where such stairs lead to another occupied floor.

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements but not including crawl spaces or unoccupied attics.
4. All smoke detectors must be mounted on the ceiling.

       Any smoke detector located within 20 feet of a kitchen or a bathroom (containing a tub or shower) shall be a photo-electric type smoke detector. 

                             Requirements for existing two family dwellings: In addition to the above.

1. All common areas (basements, interior stairways that service both units) shall be provided with interconnected smoke detectors. One on each level.

2. Inside the apartment may be battery powered smoke detectors.
       Photoelectric type smoke detectors have generally proven to sound an alert sooner in smoldering type fires. (The type of fire that generally occur in residences).
       Ionization type detectors generally sound sooner to fast flaming fires. For more information on this go to www.wbztv.com and click on I-Team.
       Per NFPA 72 all smoke detectors 10 years of age or older must be replaced.
Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Required locations for carbon monoxide detectors in existing one and two family dwellings
1. In each story within in a dwelling unit, including basements but not including crawl spaces or unoccupied attics. 
2. Carbon monoxide detectors must be installed within 10 feet of all bedroom doors.

3. Carbon monoxide detectors may be 120 volt with battery backup or battery operated.

4. Carbon monoxide detectors are to be mounted per manufacturer’s recommendations.

Town of Saugus House Numbering By-Law

All numbers must be a minimum of 4 inches tall mounted to the right or left of the front door.

All numbers must be numeric.

All numbers must be in contrast to the house color.
See Full By-Law under Rules and Regulations Section.
House Numbering By-Law
