
TOWN OF SAUGUS
TOWN HALL

296 CENTRAL STREET

SW(;US. M'\SSAClIUSETrS 01906

JOHN J. VASAPOLLI
Town Counsel Telephone (617) 231-2977

May 3, 2007

Andrew Bisignani, Town Manager
Saugus Town Hall
298 Central Street
Saugus, MA 01906

Re: Legal Opinion -Funding of Saugus Public Library

Dear Mr. Bisignani:

Pursuant to your request for a legal opinion as to the Town's ubligation to fund the Saugus Public
Library in view of the grant given to the Town by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts forthe
construction of the library, I hereby respond as follows.

For the purposes of this opinion, I have reviewed the Saugus Public Library MassachuseIts
Public LibraryConstruction Grant Application dated April 10, 1996, and the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Standard Contract Form signed by the Town and the Massachusetts Board of
Library Commissioners dated December of 1997 which were provided to me by your office. In
addition, i have spoken to the,Library Director Mary Rose Quinn and to Robert Maier, Exccu:ive
Director ('fthe Ytassachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. The Library DireL:ror,the Town
Accountant, and the ChaIrman of the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissiorlers indicated
to ji.~,;t~lat 1:1'h:':idv F!ut i'i~j'\/~i'if(,-.'~.idlerd)ct:;~i1erits i:l their p0S3GS3~'~ilr~la.liJ.lg to thi3 .t\gr.::e:'::._"PI
other than the above mentioned. The issue that you have raised is whether or not the Town is
obligated to fund the uperation of the public library buildmg as a result of the fact that the,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts gave the Town a grant to finance a portion of the construction
of the new library and under the terms of the grant the building must be in operation for 20 years
from the time of the grant. .

The original estimated project costs for the construction of the library in 1q96 under the Capital
Improvemen1Project.was in excess of $2.9 million. As part ofthe project the Town vf (.~augus
applied for and was given a grant by the Commonwealth of Massachuse.ttsin the sum of
$1,113,516 for the construction of the new library. In December of 1997, the then Tpwn
Manager Richard Cardillo, on behalf of the Town of Saugus, and Keith Michaels Fiels, on behalf
of the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissione~-sfor the Commonwealth of Mas~achusetts,
executed the Standard Contract Form which granted to the Town the $t, 1t3,516 for the .

construction of the Saugus Public Library. The start date for the contract was Dei;ember 1, !997
and the termination date of the contract was June 30, 2000.




